The Gospel of Caesar and the
: Gospel of Cﬁiﬁst o

Luke 1-2':‘A very politieal Christmas =



v Euangelion: Greek for-good news (gospel)
v Word from which we derive evangellze |
evangellsm evangellst Y



Luke 1:30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
Luke 1:31 And behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shadl call his name.
Jesus. | |

‘Luke 1:32 He erI be great and WI|| be called the
Son of the Most Hrqh And the Lord God Wil qrve to
him the throne of hrs father Davrd |




Luke 1: 33 and he will reign. over the house of Jacob |
forever, and of hIS Kingdom there will be no end.”

Luke 1: 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will
this be, since I am a virgin?”’ % -

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy
‘Splrltwnl come upon you, and the power of the -
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child
to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.




v It may not be included-in the typical Christmas -
- story reading, but the blrth announcement of
* Christ to Mary is equally controver3|al and

-political | . %

v" It may be hard for us I|V|ng in a country Where we
- enjoy the freedom of speech and other rights to
understand the boldness In these statements

_\/ This unborn child has been declared heir to a 4
throne and given the title of SaV|or Klng and the
Son of God =



Luke 2:1 In those days a decree went out from
Caesar Augustus that all the world should be -
reglstered o | |

Luke 2:2 This was the first reglsﬁétlon when -
Quirinius was governor of Syrla -

‘Luke 2:3 And aII Went to be reglstered each to hIS
own town | - |




v’ Caesar Augustus: born Octavius, grandnephew :
- and adoptive heir of Jullus Caesar

v Imperator Caesar Divi Filius Augustus, latin
“(roughly translated) for Comm%qder Caesar, son
- of the divine (god), worthy of worship :

R Imperator was a term used by soldiers in greetlng
a V|ctor|ous general - |



v In 9 B.C,, the following was inscribed on a stone
- In the Greek city of Priene (modern day western
~ Turkey) and spoke of the euangellon the Greek
- for-gospel or good news and isjknown as the
~ Priene Calendar Inscription where proconsul Paul
- Fabius Maximus wished to alter the Roman -~
calendar to correspond with the birthday of |
“ Augustus (September 23'9) |

| \/ Augustus was also a self-appomted Pontlfex
- Maximus, or ngh Priest.



“whereas Providence that orders all our lives has in her display -
of concern and generosity in our behalf adorned our lives with

the highest good: Augustus, whom she has filled with virtue for

the benefit of humanity, and has in her beneficence granted us
and those who will come after us a Savie%pwho has made war
to cease and who shall put everything in peaceful order; and
‘whereas Caesar, when he was manifest, transcended the
expectations of all who had anticipated the good news, not only
by surpassing the benefits conferred by his predecessors but by
leaving no expectation. of surpassing him to those who would
come after him, with the result that the birthday of our God
~signaled the beginning of Good News for the world. because of '
‘him; ..... ' - |




v Augustus required a census to bolster his standing W|th
~ the Empire and to record how his borders were
- Increasing — it is ironic.to think that the coming King
| would be one of those recorded m%s census

v Qumnlus is recorded to have been/governor in Syria later

~in 6 A.D. (about 10 years after this date which we believe |

to be 4 B.C.), however, there is evidence to support that
could have been his second term of governor

v" Also, Luke does not use the typlcal Greek word for
‘governor, but rather one used for an administrator and
“the writings of Josephus record multiple governors or

overseers in the region of Syria around 6-4 B.C.




Luke 2:4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee,

from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and lineage of David, % | |

Luke 2:5 to be regrstered with I\/Iary, hrs betrothed
‘who was with child. -

Luke 2:6 And while they were there the trme came
for her to grve brrth | '



v

Some argue that a Roman-census did not require travel to

~ one’s birthplace or the accompaniment of the wife

v

Others argue that the._Romans carried out this level of

“taxation every twenty years and this Imeframe does not

suit the accepted dating of Luke’s d@Ccount, hOWe'Vér,_ the

- Romans would-sometimes call for a census or

registration between the usual taxing and we believe thls
particular instance to be one of those times

It could be argued, however, that Joseph had to return (0

‘Bethlehem if he had landholdings or some other interests
“located in Bethlehem that would necessﬂate the almost

90- mllejourney



v As far as Mary accompanying him, we have to
- remember the controversial circumstances of her »
~ pregnancy and also her nearness of delivering the

-child — both of which Would e%lam her makmg
the journey with Joseph

'«/ Another possibility would be thelr knowledge of
the scriptures and the prophecy concernlng_Hls
~birth in Bethlehem which might have prompted

them to see the census as divine appointment



Luke 2:7 And she gave birth to her firstoorn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him ina
ma‘nger, because there was no place for them inthe
inn. | | . % |
Luke 2:8 And In the same regron there were -
‘shepherds out in the field, keeprng watch over therr

flock by night.

Luke 2:9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to 4
“them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them -
‘and they were frlled with great fear



v Houses would sometimes-have a covered porch
- that would also serve as a location for feeding and
| watermg animals (manger)

v" Inn, Hebrew for guest chambej#é

v It is very possible that all the events of that night
" took place at the home of Joseph’s family that still
reS|ded In Bethlehem | - ,



NN

The shepherds of Bethlehem were responsible for the
flocks that supplied Jerusalem with temple sacrifices
How fitting these men to view the newborn Lamb of God

. The great patriarchs of Israel were.ghaepherds and the

profession, at that time, appeared t0'be highly esteemed,

~ however, as the children of Israel entered Egypt the

status appears to have been lost

. The Egyptrans frowned upon shepherding asan -

- occupation and this mindset appears to have followed the -

NEENENER they entered Canaan several hundred years .

later



v The duties of caring for the sheep often fell on the
- youngest boy of the family as the older brothers
- were “promoted” once their younger siblings

-came of age to assume the resg@nsmllltles (GEE

- to Samuel’s visit to Jesse’s house to anomt the
- new king) | -

v The Mishnah (rabbinical ertmgs) refers to
shepherds as “incompetent” and, in another

passage, states one should not rescue a shepherd
“who has “fallen 1nt0 a pit”



v Dr. Joachim Jeremias stated shepherds to be
“second class citizens” that were “despised in
~ everyday life” and that one “should not buy milk,
-wool, or a kid from them as |t%ould be assumed
- 1t was stolen™ |

v The rabbis at the time of Jesus were puzzled by
the fact that God would allow someone to refer to
“Him as a shepherd (Psalm 23) and classified
'shepherds as “sinners” (outcasts of society, equal
“to prostitutes and tax collectors)



Luke 2: 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, | brlng you qood news of great joy that WI|| »
be for all the people. » | |

Luke 2:11 For unto you is born E%s day in the C|ty
of David a Savior, who Is Chrlst the Lord. |

‘Luke 2:12 And this will be a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped In swaddllng cloths and Iymg I

a manger




" There are striking parallels between this birth
_ announcement and the gospel of Augustus (Euangelion)

~ What we view as the gentle Christmas Story IS actually
_very polltlcal and even seditious ns%s wording

Luke has already taken great steps/in 1nelud1ng Caesar S.
_ name in his account (the only time in the New Testament
that Caesar Aug_ustus’ IS mentioned by name)

Luke’s account is written with. a Greek or Hellenistic
‘viewpoint as compared to Matthew’s writings Wthh
would mtroduce Jesus to a more JeW|sh audlence



v' Luke states Christ is a savior “to all people” whereas
_. Matthew introduces the Messiah as the One who ‘would
“save His people from their sin”

v Luke concentrates on events and stagements made that
would rival Caesar’s self-proclaimeéd deity, whereas
- Matthew focuses more on events and statements that
proclaim Jesus as the rightful heir to David’s throne -
v Luke’s controversial statements continue as he further

Includes the announcement of not only a Sawor but now -
‘Christ who is. “Lord” :



v In New Testament times, there was a yearly
- proclamation of all to profess “Caesar is Lord”
- while offering a pinch of splces as an offering in
-one of Caesar’s temples. (it w 1s offering that
~ Polycarp refused to make and ultlmately the flnal |
- straw for Rome to.require his execution)

v Even Mark’s gospel is introduced with the
‘proclamation, “the beginning of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God” and is a direct
“contradiction to the gospel of Augustus ’




Luke 2:13 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host pralsmg Godand
saying,. ~ |
Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the %ghest and on
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
‘Luke 2:15 When the angels went away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
“happened, which the Lord has made known tous.” -



v’ Caesar hired a chorus-and.scares of other emissaries to -
_. proclalm his greatness to the masses, thls King was
- announced by an angelic host

v Caesar proclaimed himself savior and the bringer of
peace through his conquests, yet this King would brlng
- peace through His own sacrifice

v’ Before accompllshlng anythlng on earth as a man Chrlst

_is heralded as the.One who would bring peace as the
Savior of all mankind (it is common for prophecy to also
‘bring praise to God for what He will do as if He had

“already done it — for the word of the Lord is sure and it
will accomplish that for which it was intended)




' 'Augustus was heralded by politicians. in Asla, whlle Jesus
~ was proclaimed Savior by an angelic host

" At the time of Christ’s birth, the occupatmn of the
~shepherd had degraded to a point re they were

viewed as unfit to testify in court, yet God would call

- these men to be the first witnesses to proclaim the gospel -

This news was not flrst given in Rome or Jerusalem, but
“in the hills of Bethlehem | . |

v The gospel was flrst proclalmed to the shepherds and not
the scholars



Luke 2:16 And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying'in a manger.
Luke 2: 17 And when they saw it, they made known

the saying that had been told ther%eoncernmg thls
child. | |

‘Luke 2:18 And aII who heard it wondered at What
the shepherds told them |



Luke 2: 19 But Mary treasured up aII these thrngs ' 
ponderrng them In her heart

Luke 2:20 And the shepherds returned glorn’yrng
and praising God for all they had%eard and seen, as
It had been told them. - |

‘Luke 2:21 And at the end of erght days when he
was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name
given by the angel before he was concerved In the
| _womb o



Luke 2:22 And when the time came for their )
purification according to the Law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the

Lord . - | %

Luke 2:23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord
“Every male who first opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord”)

Luke 2:24 and to offer a sacrrfrce accordrng to what -
1s said in the Law of the Lord, “a pa1r of turtledoves

or two. young plgeons



v The meager offering speaks to the low economic state of
~ the family as they offer the sacrifice of those not being
- capable of purchasmg the more expenswe animals

v’ In 1953, Holt Pediatrics discovered the presence of
prothrombin (one of three factors that determine blood .
- clotting) is above 100% greater in an infant’s syStem on
~ the 8t day of life as to the 2nd through 5™ days where
they are particularly susceptlble {0 hemorrhages -

v ‘This-also lends credit to the wise men not having arrived
‘with their expenswe gifts prior to the gt day st
| C|rcumC|S|on




Luke 2: 25 Now there was a. man In Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon, and this man was »
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of

Israel,; and the Holy Spirit was upgn him.

Luke 2:26 And it had been revealed to him by the
‘Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he
had seen the Lord's Christ.

Luke 2:27 And he came in the Splrlt into the temple, j
| and when the parents brought in the chlldJesus to -
do for him according to the custom of the Law,



Luke 2: 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed
God and sald | e

Luke 2: 29 “Lord now you are letting your servant |
depart in peace, according to you%rvord

Luke 2:30 for 10\ eyes have seen your salvatlon | i

‘Luke 2:31 that you have prepared In the presence of
all peoples |

Luke 2:32 a light for revelatlon to the Gentlles and
-forglory to your people Israel B e




v Simeon also declares Jesus to be. the saV|or of the ?
- whole world | | |

v The Pax Romana or peace of Rome as self-
“proclaimed by Augustus was g%ned by military
- occupation was attributed to the Chrlst and Would
~ be galned by HIS self-sacrlflce




Luke 2: 33 And his father and hrs mother marveled
at what was sard about him.

Luke 2: 34 And Simeon blessed them and sald to

Mary his mother, “Behold, this cl%ld is appointed for
the fall and rising of many in Israel and for a srgn .

that is opposed |

Luke 2:35 (and a sword will prerce through your
own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts
‘may be revealed.” -



Luke 2: :36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the e
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was
advanced in years, having lived with her husband

seven-years from when she was a%wgm

Luke 2:37 and then as a widow until she was -~
-eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, -
worshlpmg with fasting and prayer nlght and day

Luke 2:38 And coming up at that very hour she 4
began to give thanks to God and to speak of hlm to

'7aII who were Waltlnq for the redemptlon of
Jerusalem.




v’ Both Simeon and Anna proclalmed the gospel :
(good news) of the Savior i

v’ The story so often reduced to a greetmg card
“slogan was one of the most comroversial and
- dangerous statements ever recorded with pen-
v The New Testament is full of these seditious -
“statements made by bold men and women so
~ transformed by their encounter with the true
Savior and Lord that they would risk, and often

“fall to, the penaltles of |mpr|sonment torture, and
death |




v’ Often included in the “Christmas Story” is the

- visit of the Magi In I\/Iatthew 2 (which we know

- occurred some period of time after the birth of

- Christ), but Herod’s response yg¢put in a greater

- light when we realize 1t was not only his throne
. that this new Chrlst threatened, but what if this
news reached the ears of Caesar?

v" Herod was appointed to the throne by Rome (as
‘he was not even Jewish, but rather Idumean or an
'Edomite) and his standing with Rome was
precarious at best |




v Later, Pilate would also be threatened by his constituents -
~ as the religious leaders threatened him with alerting
~ Rome to his hesitation to-punish this Jesus of Nazareth:
that clalmed to be Lord and King

v Augustus spent his life erecting te%les and cities as a .
~ testimony to himself and the Romans changed their
calendars to begin on his birthday, but how much of his
Influence remains today’P Jesus spent His life in obscurity
“in a remote area of the known world some 2,500 miles
from the capital of Rome and yet, in His death, burial,
~and resurrection, the world was changed forever.
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